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ABSTRACT

The letter is closely related to daily life, considering that the purpose of writing is
to communicate. It has the superficiality of everyday speech, sometimes
deepening as in a dark conversation. In fact, it allows us to share our feelings and
thoughts that we cannot express verbally with the people or persons in front of us.
The letter was not only a literary genre in our literature, it was also used as a
narrative method called “talking by letter”. It is possible to see the examples of this
narrative style in the form of letters, novels and poems. The purpose of the
authors, who use letter format in another genre, is to convey the sincere and warm
expression in the letter to their works. The “chitty-chatty” style in the letter is both
internal and has the power to directly affect the reader. This expression
possibilities in the letter suggests that it is a genre which should be used in
children's literature. In children's literature, it is aimed to contribute to the
development of basic language skills along with the psychological, mental and
social development of children with literary products. The letter genre is a kind
that supports the realization of these objectives. However, when children's
literature of us is examined, it is seen that this type has not been used sufficiently.
In this study, the genre letter in the context of children's literature and the place of
this species in anthologies and textbooks are examined. In addition, it is stated
that the letter should be given more space as a kind of expression tool in children's
literature.

Keywords: Children’s literature, types of children’s literature, letter.

he importance of education and raising qualified people is
T increasing day by day in a period when countries are

competing in many subjects, especially in the fields of
scientific, economic and military. When the qualified human
development process and human life are considered together, it is
seen that childhood period has a unique importance. The content
and quality of the education given in childhood is very decisive in
the physical, mental and emotional development of the individual.
Children's literature products constitute an important element of the
education given in childhood.

Children's literature products are so important that there is no
other option in terms of the development of the child's language
skills and mental skills, aesthetic perception, formation of
personality and culturing with socialization. In this study, firstly the
concept of children's literature was tried to be explained and the
effect of letter type on socialization of the child with linguistic,
mental and personality development was mentioned. Afterwards, it
was determined about how much of the letter types were included in
the Turkish course curriculum and textbooks, and how the letters
were handled.

Children’s Literature and Letter

It is seen that the definitions of children's literature form gets its
starting point from the dictionary definitions of children and
literature terms. In the Dictionary of Terms of Science and Art, the



concept of child is described as the human being in the period of development between the infancy and the age of
adulthood. Literature is described as 1. Art, that is to bring the aesthetic feeling in the human with excitement of poetry,
stage work, stories, novels, narrations, such as all of the verse or prose. 2. The art arm of these Works expressed. 3. Art
and science that studies these works (tdk.gov.tr). By combining these two words, the concept of children's literature has
emerged. Literature, which is composed of works for children, is called as children's literature. In the literature, there are
explanations about the content and characteristics of children's literature.

When we look at the dictionary meaning of children's literature, it is encountered with the explanation of
“children's literature that helps children to grasp the life, develop their imagination, instill the love of reading and
educate them” (TDK, 2011: 557). This explanation in the dictionary inevitably contains elements related to the qualities
of children's literature. Considering the poets and writers who says it is not possible to talk about children's literature
apart from literature -such as Cemal Siireya, Nurullah Atag, Tomris Uyar- it is necessary to explain the characteristics
that distinguish children's literature from adult literature.

Sever (2013: 17) describes children's literature as a general name which enriches the world of emotion and thought
with linguistic and visual messages and increases the level of appreciation in accordance with the language development
and comprehension levels of children. Oguzkan (2001) states that children's literature covers all written and verbal
products related to emotions, thoughts and dreams of children (2-14 years old). Dilidiizgiin states that books or
literature with literary and intellectual qualities for individuals between the ages of 3-4 years and 12-13 years may be
children’s book and literature. Considering the child's level of meaning, language, world of images and education needs,
contributing to the development of culture and imagination and gaining reading habit constitute the main characteristics
that children's literature should bear (2018: 19).

In the light of these explanations, it is possible to define children's literature as verbal and written products that
stimulate the child's aesthetic sense with the feelings, thoughts and dreams he carries.

When evaluated in terms of oral and written products, as in adult literature, genres is very important in children's
literature. The difference of these genres from adult literature is the characteristics of child reality and relativity to the
child. In children's literature, the genres begin with the products of oral literature. Turkish literature is very rich in terms
of oral products, which are closely linked to the culture of the nation it belongs to. These oral products such as fairy tales,
legends, jokes, rhymes, riddles, epics has features to be used in children's literature. Among them, fairy tales, legends and
epics have the ability to present reality and extraordinaryness, and to address children's life and reality in terms of the
creation of universal values. The messages of the jokes, the behavior of heroes against the events and the aesthetic
structure of the anecdotes formed, especially the unexpected feature of the outcome, will contribute to the development
of children's reader (Giingor, 1999). The mysterious aspects of riddles that store the answer, and their harmonious
qualities, are the reasons for children's them. Also the rhymes have the opportunity for children to enter the secrets of
the fairy-tale world and entertain the children with their rhythm and tune (Nas, 2014: 430,434).

In children's literature, there are written products in addition to the oral products mentioned above. Although
some of the written products are written for adults, they consist of products that children benefit from. However, the
number of products written directly for children, the target group of children, is also increasing day by day. In the
literature of children's literature, which has common genres with adult literature, it is seen that the letter has not a place
for itself. The letter is a kind that should be included in children's literature in terms of its qualities. There are many
definitions related to the letter in the related literature. In Turkish Dictionary, it is explained as the name of the written
envelope in order to ask something, usually sent by mail (TDK, 2011: 1647). In the explanations related to the letter type,
the purpose of the letter to be written in the form of news, the name of the script and “name” can be seen as common
aspects of the explanations of the letter (Demiray 1994; Dogan, 1994). In the old Turkish texts, the word “bitig” used for
everything written is also used instead of the letter. In classical Turkish literature, there are many types mentioned by the
letter and name, such as tezkere, arzihal, sukka, kaime and mensur. Although each of these species has some technical
differences, they are used as words that point to the letter type. The high number of words used in relation to the letter
may be considered as an indication of the development of the letter type. Because in a language, the multiplicity of words
that meet a concept or object can be considered as an indicator of how important that concept or object is in social life
(Gakar, 2005).

Considering the development of communication tools, the letter, which is the most important communication tool
with the use of writing after communication with smoke and various sounds, has become a kind of state by gaining a
literary character over time. When the literature is screened, it is seen that various classifications have been made for
letter types (Tansel, 1978; Birinci, 1990; Kantemir, 1995; Giilensoy, 2000). The types of letters included in these
classifications are as follows: 1. Official Letters 2. Business Letters 3. Special Letters.

The letter was used as a method of narration in verse and prose works by going beyond having sub-species. The
letter has a large number of sub-genres, from narrative form to subject. The letter, besides its technical features, can be
considered as a kind that can be included in children's literature with its style. This function of the letter that occurs with
the communication function changes over time. Just like novel, story or poetry, it gains the quality of a literary type that
provides the intellectual and emotional accumulation of human beings (Bozkurt, 1995: 497). According to Atag (1989),
each text, written or visual, carries the character of a letter due to its message. Because, in every text, there is a sharing
between the writer and the poet and the reader as in the letter. This is the most sincere and direct letter of sharing
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between the author and the reader. According to Sever, the basic principles of children's books should be based on the
intimacy of the child in the books and the naturalness of the language of expression. The author should be able to make
friends with the children in the events he describes or edited (Sever, 2013: 198). Here, Sever refers to the use of the
characteristics of the letter type. Taking into account both the characteristics of the letter type and the basic principles
that children's writing should be based on, it is possible to determine the characteristics of children's literature which
distinguish the letter type from other species and the benefits for children, such as:

1. The letter emerged as a means of communication and then took its place among the types of instructional
text about personal life. In this aspect, the letter is the text of the tutorial. Especially when it comes to giving
information, it is instructive texts that will serve as an example for the child, from reaching the knowledge to
presenting impressive information. With this feature, the instructional texts will go beyond being a kind of injury
to the children of the information it contains, and will be the model for children's texts. It should be included in
textbooks and children's anthologies.

2. The letters constructed in accordance with the child's developmental characteristics allow the fictional reality
to be internalized by the children through their fiction, style and language-expression characteristics. Thanks to the
sincerity of the friendship between the writer and the reader, there is no difficulty.

3. Since the letter is written in spoken language, the child notices the sincerity of the author and the possibilities
of expression in Turkish. Thus, it contributes to the education of individuals who write and talk as they speak.

4. In terms of the subject, the letter is a species without borders. Everything that concerns the child can be the
subject of the letter. Letters intertwined with the child's life burdens the responsibilities that the child can overcome
by making life easier to make sense of.

5. The letter also helps the child to look at events and facts through the eyes of others, thus contributing to the
development of empathic thinking skills. Thus, it teaches to respect the thoughts of others.

6.  Like other genres in children's literature, the letter supports children's cognitive and affective development,
socialization, enrichment of vocabularies, and development of reading comprehension skills.

When the children's anthologies and children's literature are examined, except for some anthologies - Meeropol
(2013), Asena (1998), RTUK (2009)- it is seen that the works that the children will read are classified as verbal literature
products and written products. But, it is seen that the letter is not included among these species.

In Turkish education, the most important material used to improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills
of children is to use textbooks. For this reason, especially Turkish textbooks will contribute to the mental and spiritual
development of the child with examples of high quality texts. When the table on the instructional texts to be used in the
textbook (MEB, 2018: 18) in the Turkish Course Curriculum (2018) is examined, it is stated that letter type should be
included in the 5,6,7 and 8 class level. When the achievements in the program are examined, it is seen that “T.3.4.2.
Writes short texts. a) Letter and / or memo to be written.” description is given place among writing gains at Grade 3 level.
Letter type is also included among the reading achievements with the acquisition and explanations at the sixth grade
level with the statements “T.6.3.26. Distinguish the types of text. a) Teaching memo, letter, theater and travel writing
types. b) Detailed information on the types of text should not be given”

The type of letter is a kind in which verbal communication has a sincerity, originates from daily life, is rich in
subject matter, does not have strict rules, affects the students' attitudes positively and they do not have difficulty in
writing. Being suitable to use the method of writing by selecting the word and concept pool, to be able to carry the
characteristics of the daily spoken language provides the enrichment of the active vocabulary of the students.
Applications such as changing the game in accordance with the letters sent to the stage in drama works, developing the
creativity of the students through the letters they will write to the future, and asking the heroes to write letters to each
other in the course of the event will contribute to the development of the language skills and metacognitive skills of the
students.

When the textbooks were examined, no text of letter type could be found in the 5th grade Turkish textbook
content. When examining the Turkish textbooks (4 books) for the 6th classes, there is a text in each book that can be an
example of the letter type. In the text titled "Letter from the Organs" the brain, lungs, stomach, and spleen are called
personified. They introduce themselves and their functions. They make recommendations for students’ health. In the
letter, which was put to the book with the title of “Letters to the Elders’, the child who was the representative of all
children was writing to his parents. Suggestions on child education for parents are provided from the child's eye and pen.
In particular, there are recommendations such as not comparing their children with others, giving importance to their
children's interests and desires, not being strictly prescriptive and commanding, giving them the opportunity to play. In
the letter bearing the title of “Technology Addiction”, there are information and suggestions of “TSE Oncii Cocuklar
Dergisi’, for children related to technology addiction and its damages. Atalay Yoriikoglu's “Petition without a Stamp” is a
letter written by a child to his parents about the mistakes of parents in child education. In the letter, “love me as myself,
do not expect me to be a model child” messages are given weight. The text entitled “Healing to Health” is a narrative
story. This text includes a letter from a patient asking for help from a faraway doctor and a letter from the doctor in
response. This situation is used as an element of the story in the story. When the Turkish textbooks prepared for the
seventh grade are examined, one of these books does not contain a letter type text. In one of the other two books, the

Child and Letter 17



text "Bisiklet" is the letter type. It is taken from the “Annemin Mektuplar1” book of Hidayet Karakus. It is a letter of a
mother who has to go to work without waking up her son and expresses her love for him through her childhood
memories with her father. n the other book, a free reading text, The Last Letter of a Martyr, is a letter type. This text is a
soldier letter written to his mother by Muallim Ethem who was martyred in Canakkale by fighting shoulder to shoulder
with his students. This letter has the characteristics of raising the awareness of children about national and spiritual
values by expressing the conditions of Canakkale War. In the eighth grade textbook, the free reading text of “Letter to
Atatlirk” is a letter type. In this letter, Afet Inan told his first week in Geneva, where he went to study, to great leader
Mustafa Kemal ATATURK.

When the anthologies, children's articles and textbooks are examined, it is seen that the letter type does not find
enough space.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The letter is very important for children to gain reading habit, to express their feelings and thoughts in written form and
to develop their thinking skills by putting themselves in place of others. Nowadays, with the developing technology,
although the letter has acquired a digital feature, it has not lost anything of its value and importance. In fact, the
possibility of encountering people who haven't written letters in the past is much higher than the possibility of finding
someone who hasn't written an e-mail or other electronic letter. For this reason, it is possible to say that although the
environment in which the letter was written, nothing has lost its importance. Given the children's attitude towards the
digital world, social media and other technological products, it becomes inevitable to use letters as an important means
of communication in these environments. In addition, in the Turkish Curriculum, it is seen that there is a blog type
among instructional text types that will be included in grade 7 and 8 (MEB; 2018: 18). In the program, “4.3.33. Evaluates
media texts. Gives an opinion about the purpose and target audience of different types of media texts (advertising flyers,
web sites, travel brochures, handbooks, blogs, etc.). T.8.3.31. Questions the reliability of information resources. a) Studies
on the reliability of the information on the blog and personal web pages (MEB; 2018: 33,50)” are the references to the
blog type. Given that letters are frequently and widely used in personal and corporate blogs, this type seems to occupy an
important place in today's virtual world.

In the past, it was seen that the letter was used for child education beyond being a literary genre. It is possible to say
that, in 1890, Hiiseyin Razi formed a friendship network between children as a fictional character in his “Nev Usiil
Ornek Yahut Cocuklara Mahsus Mektup Demeti” named piece and that he made suggestions to the children through
peer communication especially by benefiting from the sincerity, simplicity and topicality of the letter type in the
education of values (Cer¢i & Derman, 2015). Beyond being a literary genre that speaks directly to the reader, it is
transformed into a method of narration, used in the transfer of value by using its sincerity, and even letters from military
letters to letters, letters which have become a tradition in our society should be sufficiently placed in both children's
literature and Turkish textbooks.

From this point of view, it can be said that all the aspects of letters should be used for the method of expression and
other issues in Turkish education.
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OZET

Mektup, yazilis amacinin iletisim kurmak oldugu disiiniildiigiinde giinlik yasamla
yakindan iligkili bir tiirdiir. Yerine gére giinliik konusmanin yiizeyselligini tasir,
yerine gore ise koyu bir sohbette oldugu gibi derinlesir. Hatta sozlii olarak
karsimizdakine anlatamayacagimiz duygu ve diistincelerimizi kargimizdaki kisi ya da
kisilerle paylagmamiza olanak tanir. Mektup, edebiyatimizda bir edebi tiir olmakla
kalmamis aym1 zamanda “mektupla anlatim” olarak isimlendirilen bir anlatim
yontemi olarak da kullanilmustir. Bunun 6rneklerini mektup bigiminde yazilmis
roman, Oykii ve siirlere bakildiginda gérmek miimkiindiir. Mektup bi¢imini bagka
bir tiirde kullanan yazarlarin amaci mektupta bulunan igten ve sicak anlatimi kendi
yapitlarina tagimaktir.  Mektuptaki “senli-benli” bigem hem igtendir hem de
dogrudan okuru etkileme giictine sahiptir. Mektuptaki bu anlatim olanaklar1 onun
gocuk edebiyatinda da kullanilmas:i gereken bir tiir oldugunu akla getirmektedir.
Cocuk edebiyatinda edebi dirtinlerle, gocuklarin psikolojik, zihinsel ve sosyal
gelisimleri yaninda temel dil becerilerinin gelisimlerine katkida bulunmak
amaglanmaktadir.  Mektup tiirii, bu amaglarin gergeklestirilmesini destekleyecek
niteliklere sahip bir tiirdiir. Ancak ¢ocuk yazimimiz incelendiginde bu tiirden
yeterince yararlanilmadig goriilmektedir. Bu ¢alismada, ¢ocuk edebiyat: baglaminda
mektup tiirii, antolojilerde ve ders kitaplarinda bu tiirtin yer alma durumu
incelenmistir. Cocuk edebiyatinda hem bir tiir hem de anlatim araci olarak mektuba
daha ¢ok yer verilmesi gerektigi ifade edilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Cocuk edebiyaty, tiirler, mektup.

* “Ylkelerin bagta bilimsel, ekonomik, askeri alan olmak iizere,
birgok konuda yaris halinde oldugu bir dénemde egitimin ve
nitelikli insan yetistirmenin 6nemi her gegen giin biraz daha
artmaktadir. Nitelikli insan yetistirme siireci ve insan yasami

birlikte diisiiniildiigiinde ¢ocukluk déneminin egsiz bir 6neme sahip
oldugu gorillmektedir. Cocukluk déneminde verilen egitimin igerik
ve niteligi; bireyin fiziksel, zihinsel ve duygusal bakimdan
gelismesinde oldukga belirleyici olmaktadir. Cocukluk doneminde
verilen egitimin 6nemli bir unsurunu da ¢ocuk edebiyat: {iriinleri
olusturmaktadir.

Cocuk edebiyat1 tiriinleri; ¢ocugun dil becerilerinin ve zihinsel
becerilerinin, estetik algisinin gelismesi, kisiliginin olugmasi,
sosyalleserek kiiltiirlenmesi bakimindan bagka bir secenege yer
birakmayacak 6l¢iide onemlidir. Bu c¢aliymada ilk olarak ¢ocuk
edebiyat: kavrami agiklanmaya ¢aligilmis, mektup tiiriiniin ¢ocugun
dilsel, zihinsel, kisilik gelisimiyle sosyallesmesine olan etkisi
belirtilmistir. Sonrasinda, Tiirk¢e dersi 6gretim programinda ve ders
kitaplarinda mektup tiiriine yer verilme durumu ve mektuplarin ele
aliig bi¢imine iliskin tespitlerde bulunulmustur.

Diinya ve Tiirk Edebiyatinda Mektup Tiiriiniin Tarihi Gelisimi

Batida mektubun seriiveninin Romalilarla baglatilmasinin nedeni
siyasal birlige sahip olmayan Yunanlilarda mektuplagma ihtiyacinin
ortaya ¢ikmamis olmasidir. Bulundugu cografyanin; 6grenim,
ticaret, ig-gorev gibi nedenlerle Romalilar1 siyasi baskentten uzak
birakmasi, bagkentle olan iletisimin mektupla kurulmasini gerekli

* Bu galisma ¢aligma 06-08 Nisan 2017 tarihlerinde Alanyada diizenlenen Uluslararasi Avrasya Sosyal Bilimler Kongresinde sozlii bildiri olarak

sunulmustur.



kalmistir. Zamanla posta sistemi kurulmus ve gelismistir. Roma yazininda mektuplariyla {inlenmis Cicero gibi isimler
vardir. Bunu Seneca, Fronto, Statius gibi isimler izlemektedir. Mektup, her gegen giin gordugi ilgi artan bir tiir olarak
varligini stirdirmistiir (Varinlioglu,2008: 392-393).

12. ylizyila gelindiginde mektup tiiriiniin gelismeye basladig: tilke olarak Fransa goze carpmaktadir. Bu tiiriin
Fransada en {inlii ismi Voltairedir. Alman yazininda ise mektup 13. yiizyilda gelismeye baslamis, 18. yilizyilda doruguna
ulagmigtir. Goethe, Schiller, Lessing mektuplariyla bilinen isimlerden birkagidir. Ingiliz yazininda mektup tiirii altin
¢agini, Latincenin izleri ve deyis 6zelliklerini, yazis bigimlerini benimseyen diiz yazi ¢igirinin 18. yiizyilda agilmasiyla
yasamistir. 19. ylizyillda okur-yazar sayisinin artmasinin yaninda mektup zarfinin ve pulunun kullanilmaya baslanmasi
mektup yazarlarmin sayisini artirmistir. Thomas More, Lord Byran, D. H. Lawrence, G.B. Shaw mektuplariyla tinlii
isimlerden bazilaridir. Amerikan yazininda mektup tiiriiniin gelisimi Ingiliz yaziniyla paralellik gostermektedir. 18.
yizyildan itibaren toplumsal ve politik konularin tartisildig: bir tiir olmugtur. Mark Twain, Thomas Wolf, Ezra Pound
akla gelen ilk isimlerdendir. Rus edebiyatinda ise yazinsal ozellikleriyle 6ne ¢ikan mektuplarin sayisi sinirhdir. Lev
Tolstoy, Belinski mektup dendiginde akla gelen isimlerdir (Altay, 2008; Goktiirk, 2008; Tuncel, 2008).

Arap edebiyatinda Inga kelimesi, belirli kurallara gére mektup yazimi anlaminda ilk olarak M.S. X. asrin baginda
Kudame b. Cafer tarafindan Kitabi'l-Harac ve Sinfati’l-Kitdbe adl1 eserinde kullanilmigtir. Hz. Muhammed tarafindan
gonderilen ilk mektuplarda teblig idealine bagl olarak agiklik ve anlasilirlik 6zelliklerine dikkat edilmis, estetik kaygi
glidilmemistir. Dort Halife dénemi mektuplarinda daha sanatli bir soyleyisten yararlanilmistir. Emeviler dénemi
kitabeti resmi nitelige sahiptir ve divanda kullanim ile siurlidir. Abbasilerin Irandan etkilenmeleri bu tiiriin de
etkilenmesi sonucunu dogurmustur. Eyyubiler doneminde; hayéli tasvirlerin yapildig: siirsel anlamlara bas vuruldugu,
seci, tibak, telmih, tevriye ve cinas sanatlarinin kullanildigi, ciimlelerin ve paragraflarin agir1 uzatildigi, ilmi terimlere
sik¢a yer verildigi Fadili tislabu genis bir etki alanina sahip olmustur. Devlet dili olarak Arap¢a’y1 kabul eden Memltikler
déneminde inga divani Islim devletlerinin higbirisinde olmadig1 kadar gelismistir. (Giiltekin, 2009: 321-324).

Arap dili ve kiltiirtiniin etkisiyle baslayan Fars insd sanati, Abbasilerin zayifladigit M.S. IX. yiizyilin ikinci
yarisinda biisbiitiin ortaya ¢tkmugtir. Islam oncesi dénemde resmi mektuplardan ¢ok yeme igme, giyinme adabi gibi
toplumsal kurallarin yer aldig1 risaleler kaleme alinmistir. islamiyet sonrasinda ézelikle Gaznelilerin son dénemlerinde
Beyhaki ile Far¢csa mektup yazma isi basamistir. Simaniler ile Gaznelilerin ilk dénemlerinde yazilan resmi mektuplar,
miirsel denilen sade nesirle yazilmis olup son derece anlagilir bir iisliba sahiptir. Bir Tiirk devleti olan Selcuklular resmi
dil olarak Farscay1 kullanmistir. Safaviler doneminde kullanilan dil, edebi sanatlarin gélgesinde kalmus, soziin giizelligi
adina anlam hige sayilmistir (Giiltekin, 2009: 324-326).

Tiirk¢enin bilinen eski metinlerinde, yazili olan her sey i¢in kullanilan “bitig” sézctigii ayn1 zamanda mektubun
yerine de kullanilmistir. Uygurlar déneminden kalma mektup Ornekleri eski Tiirklerde mektup yazma geleneginin
varligini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu yazisma gelenegindeki mektuplarda; “mukaddime” “kontekst” ve “son protokol”
boliimlerinin oldugu bu boliimlerde hitap, hal-hatir sorma, mektubun yazilma sebebi gibi giiniimiiz mektuplarinin sekil
ve igerik 6zellikleriyle benzer niteliklerin oldugu gériilmektedir (Temel, 2015: 140).

Klasik Tirk edebiyati doneminde ise nime, ariza, sukka, kiime, mengur, varakpare, meveddename,
muhabbetname, uhuvvetname, tezkire, kagit gibi akla gelen sozciiklerin hepsi “mektup” yerine kullanilmaktadir. Bu
tiirlerin her biri teknik anlamda bazi farkliliklar tagisalar da mektup tiiriine isaret eden sozciikler olarak kullanilmistir.
Ayrica arzihal, tebrikname, tehniyename, taziyename, cevapname, tesekkiir, takriz, davetname, niyazname, miizekkereler
farkli konulari ele alan mektuplardir. Tanzimata kadar mektup tiirii insa olarak adlandirilan diiz yazinin icinde yer almus,
miingeat kitaplarinda toplanmistir. Mektuba iligkin olarak kullanilan soézciiklerin sayica fazlaligi mektup tiirtiniin
gosterdigi gelisimin bir belirtisi olarak degerlendirilebilir. Ciinkii bir dilde bir kavrami, bir nesneyi karsilayan sozcik
sayisinin ¢oklugu, o kavram ya da nesnenin toplumsal yasamda ne kadar 6nemli yer tuttugunun da bir gostergesi olarak
kabul edilebilir (Cakir, 2005; Gokyay, 2008: 17-23).

Tanzimat sonrasinda, biitiin diinyada oldugu gibi Tiirkiyede de; posta sisteminin gelismesi, gazete ve derginin
toplumsal yasamda Oneminin artmasi, diisiin yasamindaki gelismeler mektubun 6nem kazanmasindaki nedenlerdir.
Tirk toplumunun Bati kiiltiiriine yonelmesi, basinin gelismesi, 6zel gazeteciligin ortaya ¢ikmasi, baski yonetimine kars:
¢ikma gibi nedenler mektubun eskiye oranla daha giiclii ve yaygin bir anlatim yolu olarak kullanilmasinin gerekgelerini
olusturmaktadir. Tanzimat sonrasinda mektup, roman ve oykiilerde bir anlatim bi¢imi olarak da kullanilmis, mektup
biciminde gezi yazilariyla kosuk biciminde mektuplar yazilmistir. Mektup bdoylelikle bir tiir olmanin 6tesine gegerek
anlatim bi¢imi olarak da kullanilir hale gelmistir (Keray, 2008: 88-95).

Tiirk edebiyatinda mektup tiriiniin gelismesinde gerek Arap, Fars gerekse Bat1 edebiyatlar: ve kiiltiirlerinin etkisi
olmugtur. Giiniimiizde ise gelisen teknolojiyle birlikte daha ¢ok djjital diinyaya taginan elektronik mektuplar, yazili
iletisim ve bildirisimin 6nemli bir par¢as: olmaya devam etmektedir.

Cocuk Edebiyat1 ve Mektup

Cocuk edebiyatina iligkin yapilan tanim ve agiklamalarin ¢ikis noktasini, “cocuk” ve “edebiyat” sozciiklerinin
sozliik anlamlarinin olusturdugu goriilmektedir. Bilim ve Sanat Terimleri Sozliigiinde ¢ocuk kavramiyla ilgili “Bebeklik
¢agi ile erginlik cag1 arasindaki gelisme déneminde bulunan insan”” agiklamasi yer almaktadir. Edebiyat ise “1. Sanatca,
yani insanda estetik duyguyu heyecana getirecek degerde meydana getirilmis siir, sahne eseri, hikdye, roman, s6ylev gibi
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nazim veya nesir hélindeki eserlerin hepsi. 2. Bu eserlerin yer aldig1 sanat kolu. 3. Bu sanat1 ve bu eserleri inceleyen
bilim” (tdk.gov.tr). olarak agiklanmaktadir. Bu iki sézctigiin bir araya getirilmesiyle “cocuk edebiyat1” kavrami ortaya
cikmustir.  Cocuklara yonelik yapitlardan olusan edebiyat, ¢ocuk edebiyat: olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Alanyazinda,
¢ocuk edebiyatinin icerigini ve niteliklerini belirten agiklamalar yer almaktadir.

Cocuk edebiyatinin sozlitk anlamina bakildiginda “Cocuklarin hayat: kavramasina yardimer olacak, hayal giictinii
gelistirici, okuma sevgisini agilayan, egitici bir edebiyat tiirii, ¢ocuk yazini”(TDK, 2011: 557) aciklamasiyla
kargilasilmaktadir. Sozliikte yer alan bu agiklama kag¢inilmaz olarak ¢ocuk edebiyatinin niteliklerine iliskin unsurlari da
barindirmaktadir. Edebiyattan ayri bir ¢ocuk edebiyatindan soz edilemeyecegini ifade eden sair ve yazarlar
distintildiiglinde -Cemal Siireya, Nurullah Atag, Tomris Uyar gibi- ¢ocuk edebiyatini yetiskin edebiyatindan ayiran
ozellikleri agiklamak gerekmektedir.

Sever, cocuk yazinini “Erken ¢ocukluk doneminden baslayip ergenlik dénemini de kapsayan bir yasam evresinde,
gocuklarin dil gelisimini ve anlama diizeylerine uygun olarak duygu ve diigiince diinyalarini sanatsal niteligi olan dilsel
ve gorsel iletilerle zenginlestiren, begeni diizeylerini yiikselten tiriinlerin genel adr” (2013: 17) olarak ifade etmektedir.
Oguzkan (2001), c¢ocuk edebiyatinin ¢ocukluk ¢agindaki (2-14 yas) bireylerin duygu, diisiince ve hayallerine yonelik
yazili ve sozlii biitiin triinleri kapsadigini belirtmektedir. Dilidiizgiin (2018: 19), 3-4 yas ile 12-13 yas arasina yonelik,
yazinsal ve diigiinsel nitelikleri olan kitaplarin ¢ocuk kitaplar1 ya da yazini olabilecegini belirtmektedir. Cocugun anlama
diizeyini, dilini, imgeler diinyasim1 ve egitim ihtiyaglarin1 gz oOniinde tutarak; ¢ocugun kiiltiir ile diis giiciniin
gelismesine katki sunmasi ve okuma aligkanligi kazandirmasi, ¢ocuk edebiyatinin tagimast gereken baslica nitelikleri
olusturmaktadir.

Cocuk edebiyatini bu agiklamalarin 1g1ginda; tasidigr duygu, diisiince ve diislerle ¢cocugun estetik duygusunu
harekete geciren sozlii ve yazili driinler olarak ifade etmek miimkiindiir. Sozli ve yazili iriinler bakimindan
degerlendirildiginde yetiskin edebiyatinda oldugu gibi ¢ocuk edebiyatinda da tiirler olduk¢a 6nemlidir. Bu tiirlerin
yetiskin edebiyatindan farklilig ise ¢ocuk gercekligi ve cocuga gorelik bakimindan kendisine has 6zellikleridir. Cocuk
edebiyatinda tiirler sozlii edebiyat dénemi triinleriyle baglar. Ait oldugu ulusun kiiltiiriine siki sikiya bagli olan sozlii
triinler bakimindan Tiirk edebiyati olduk¢a zengindir. Bu sozlii tirtinlerden masal, efsane, fikra, tekerleme, bilmece,
destan gibi tiirler cocuk edebiyatinda yararlanilacak 6zelliklere sahiptir. Bunlardan masal, efsane ve destanlar; gerceklikle
olaganiistiiliigii birlikte sunmasi, iletilerini evrensel degerlerin olugturmasi bakimindan ¢ocuk yagamina ve gergekligine
seslenme Ozelliklerine sahiptir. Fikralarin iletileri, kahramanlarin olaylar karsisinda aldiklar: tavir ve fikralarin estetik
yapisint olusturan, oOzellikle beklenmedik sekilde sonuglanma 6zelligi cocuk okurun gelisimine katki sunacak
ozelliklerdir (Giingor, 1999). Bilmecelerin cevabr saklayan gizemli yonii, ahenkli soyleyisleri gibi 6zellikleri ¢ocuklarin
bilmecelerini sevme nedenlerini olusturmaktadir. Tekerlemeler ise masallarin sirlarla dolu diinyasina kap: aralamanin
yaninda tagidig ritim ve ezgi sayesinde ¢ocuklar: eglendirmektedir (Nas, 2014: 430-434).

Cocuk edebiyatinda tiirleri yukarida belirtilen soézIii @irtinlerin yaninda yazili dirtinler olusturmaktadir. Yazihi
triinlerin bir bolimil yetiskinler igin yazildig1 hilde ¢ocuklar bu iiriinlerden yararlanmaktadir. Ancak yazili iiriinlerden
hedef kitlesi ¢ocuklar olan yani dogrudan dogruya ¢ocuklar i¢in yazilanlarin sayisinin her gecen giin arttif
gorilmektedir. Yetiskin edebiyatiyla ortak tiirleri bulunan ¢ocuk edebiyatinda mektubun, deneme tiirii gibi kendisine
yeterince yer bulamadig: gériilmektedir (Sahbaz, 2008). Mektup tasidig1 nitelikler bakimindan gocuk edebiyatinda daha
fazla yer almasi gereken bir tiirdiir. ilgili alanyazinda mektuba iliskin pek ¢ok tanim yer almaktadir. Tiirkge Sozliik'te
mektup; “Bir sey haber vermek, bir sey sormak veya istemek icin, birine ¢cogunlukla posta yoluyla gonderilen, zarfa
konulmus yazili kagit, name” (TDK, 2011:1647) olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Mektup tiirityle ilgili tanimlamalarda;
mektubun amaci haber vermek olan yazi biciminde ifade edilmesi, betik ve name olarak adlandirilmasi, agiklamalarin
mektuba iligkin ortak yonleri olarak goriilebilir. (Demiray 1994; Dogan,1994).

[letisim araglarinin gelisimi géz oniine alindiginda dumanla ve cesitli seslerle haberlesmeden sonra yazinin
kullanilmasiyla birlikte en 6nemli iletisim arac1 olan mektup, zaman i¢inde edebi bir nitelik kazanarak bir tiir durumuna
gelmistir. Alanyazin incelendiginde mektup tiirlerine iliskin cesitli siniflandirmalar yapildigr gériilmektedir (Tansel,
1978; Birinci,1990; Kantemir, 1995; Giilensoy, 2000). Bu siniflandirmalarda ortak olarak yer alan mektup tiirleri: 1.
Resmi Mektuplar 2. Is Mektuplar1 3. Ozel Mektuplar olarak siralanmaktadir.

Mektup alt tiirlere sahip olmanin &tesine gegerek manzum ve mensur eserlerde bir anlatim yontemi olarak da
kullanilmistir. Mektup, anlatim bi¢iminden konusuna kadar ¢ok sayida alt tiire sahiptir. Mektup, teknik 6zelliklerinin
yaninda tasidigi bicem 6zellikleriyle de cocuk edebiyatinda yer alabilecek bir tiir olarak degerlendirilebilir. “Iletigim
kurma isleviyle ortaya ¢ikan mektubun bu islevi zamanla degisir. Tipki roman, 6ykii ya da siir gibi insanoglunun
distinsel ve duygusal birikimini saglayan yazinsal bir tiir niteligini kazanir” (Bozkurt, 1995: 497). Ata¢ (1989)’a gore
yazili ya da gorsel her metin tagidig: ileti nedeniyle bir mektup niteligi de tasgimaktadir. Ciinkii her metinde mektupta
oldugu gibi yazar ve sairle okuyucu arasinda bir paylagim s6z konusudur. Yazarla okur arasindaki bu paylagimin en igten
ve dolaysiz oldugu tiir mektuptur. Sever, ¢ocuk kitaplarinin dayanmas: gereken temel ilkeleri: “Kitaplarda, ¢ocugun
kendine 6zgii igtenligi ile anlatim dilinin dogallig1 bulusturulmalidir. Yazar, anlattigi ya da kurguladig: olaylarda,
¢ocuklarla arkadaglik-dostluk kurabilmeyi basarabilmelidir” (2013: 198) bi¢iminde siralarken adeta mektup tiiriinin
Ozelliklerinden yararlanilmasina isaret etmektedir. Gerek mektup tiiriiniin 6zellikleri gerekse ¢ocuk yazininin dayanmasi
gereken temel ilkeleri dikkate alarak ¢ocuk edebiyatinda mektup tiiriinii diger tiirlerden ayiran 6zellikleri ve ¢ocuklar
i¢in yararlarini su sekilde belirlemek miimkiindiir:
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1. Mektup bir iletisim araci olarak ortaya ¢ikmis, ardindan kisisel yasami konu edinen 6gretici metin tiirleri
arasinda yerini almigtir. Bu yoniiyle ogretici metin tiirti ozelligi tagimaktadir. Ozellikle amaci bilgi vermek
oldugunda bilgiye ulasmadan, etkileyici bicimde bilgiyi sunmaya kadar ¢ocuk i¢in 6rnek olacak metinler, 6gretici
metinlerdir. Bu ozelligiyle 6gretici metinler sadece icerdigi bilgilerden ¢ocuklarin yaralanacagi bir tiir olmanin
Otesine gecerek ¢ocuklarin yazacaklari metinler i¢in de model olacaktir. Ders kitaplarinda ve ¢ocuk edebiyati
antolojilerinde yer verilmesi gereken bir tiirdiir.

2. Cocugun gelisim 6zelliklerine uygun olarak kurgulanmis (hikayelestirilmis) mektuplar, tasidigt kurgu, bicem
ve dil-anlatim ozellikleriyle kurmaca gercekligin ¢ocuklarca igsellestirilmesine olanak tanir ve yazarla okur
arasindaki dostlugun kurulmasinda tasidig1 ictenlik nedeniyle giiglilk yasanmaz.

3. Mektup konusma diliyle kaleme alindigindan ¢ocuk okur, yazarin igtenligini, Tiirk¢enin anlatim olanaklarim
fark eder. Boylece konustugu gibi yazan, yazdig: gibi konusan bireylerin yetismesine katki sunar.

4. Mektup, konu bakimindan sinirlar1 olmayan bir tirdiir. Cocugu ilgilendiren her sey mektubun konusu
olabilir. Cocugun yasamiyla i¢ ice mektuplar, ¢ocugun yasami anlamlandirmasini kolaylastirarak iistesinden
gelebilecegi sorumluluklar yiikler.

5. Mektup, ¢ocuk okurun olaylara ve olgulara bagkalarinin géziiyle de bakmasini saglayarak empatik diistinme
becerilerinin gelismesine katki saglar. Boylece bagkalarinin diisiincelerine sayg: duymay1 6gretir.

6. Cocuk yazinindaki diger tirler gibi mektup da cocuklarin biligsel ve duyugsal olarak gelismelerine,
sosyallesmelerine, s6zciik dagarciklarinin zenginlesmesine, okuma-anlama becerilerinin gelismesine destek olur.

Cocuk yazin1 alanindaki bilimsel yapitlar ve ¢ocuk edebiyat1 antolojileri incelendiginde geviri niteligindeki baz1
antolojiler hari¢ -Meeropol (2013), Asena (1998), RTUK (2009)- ¢ocuklarin okuyacag: eserlerin sozlii edebiyat iiriinleri
ve yazili iirlinler olarak siniflandirildig: fakat bu tiirler arasinda mektuba yer verilmedigi goriilmektedir.

Tiirkge egitiminde ¢ocuklarin dinleme, konusma, okuma ve yazma becerilerini gelistirerek nitelikli bir duruma
getirmede kullanilan en 6nemli materyal ders kitaplaridir. Bu nedenle 6zellikle Tiirkge ders kitaplar: icerecegi degisik
tiirlerdeki nitelikli metin &rnekleriyle ¢ocugun zihinsel, ruhsal gelisimine katkida bulunacaktir. Tiirkge Dersi Ogretim
Programi (2018)’nda yer alan, ders kitabinda kullanilacak 6gretici metinlere iliskin tablo (MEB, 2018: 18) incelendiginde
5, 6, 7 ve 8. smif diizeyinde mektup tiiriine yer verilmesi gerektigi belirtilmektedir. Programdaki kazanimlar
incelendiginde 3. siif diizeyinde yazma kazanimlari arasinda “T.3.4.2. Kisa metinler yazar. a) Mektup ve/veya ani
yazdirthr” kazanimi ve agiklamasina yer verildigi goriilmektedir. Mektup tiirli ayrica altinci sinif diizeyinde okuma
kazanimlar1 arasinda “T.6.3.26. Metin tiirlerini ayirt eder. a) Ani, mektup, tiyatro, gezi yazisi tiirleri 6gretilmelidir. b)
Metin tiirlerine iliskin ayrintili bilgi verilmemelidir” kazanimi ve agiklamalariyla birlikte yer almaktadar.

Mektup tiirii sozlii iletisimin i¢tenligini tagimasi, glinliik yasamdan kaynaklanmasi ve konu bakimindan zenginligi,
tiir olarak kati kurallarinin olmayis1 6zellikleriyle 6grencilerin tutumlarini olumlu yonde etkileyen ve yazmada giiclitk
yasamadiklar: bir tiirdir. Giinliik konusma dilinin 6zelliklerini tasimasi, kelime ve kavram havuzundan segerek yazma
yontemini kullanmaya uygun olmasi &grencilerin aktif s6z varligmmin zenginlesmesini saglamaktadir. ~ Drama
¢aligmalarinda sahneye gonderilen mektuplar dogrultusunda oyunun degistirilmesi ve zenginlestirilmesi, 6grencilerin
gelecege yazacaklar1 mektuplar yoluyla yaraticiliklarinin gelistirilmesi, okuduklar1 olay ¢evresinde olusan metinlerin
kahramanlarin birbirine mektup yazmalarinin istenmesi gibi durumlar mektubun Tiirk¢e dersi etkinliklerinde etkin
olarak kullanilmas: 6grencilerin dil becerileri ve tist biligsel becerilerinin gelisimine katk: sunacaktir.

Ders kitaplari incelendiginde 5. simif Tiirkge ders kitab: igeriginde mektup tiiriinde bir metin tespit edilememistir.
6. siniflara yonelik Tiirkge ders kitaplar1 (4 adet) incelendiginde her bir kitapta mektup tiiriine érnek olabilecek birer
metin bulunmaktadir. “Organlardan Mektup Var” baslikli mektupta sevgili sahibim seklinde seslenen beyin, akcigerler,
mide ve dalak kisilestirilmistir. Kendilerini ve islevlerini tanitmaktadir. Sagliklar1 icin onerilerde bulunmaktadur.
“Biiyiiklere Mektuplar” baglikli mektupta biitin ¢ocuklarin temsilcisi olan ¢ocugun anne babasina yazdiklar1 yer
almaktadir. Cocuk goziinden ve kaleminden ebeveynlere yonelik ¢ocuk egitimine iliskin Oneriler sunulmaktadir.
Ozellikle ¢ocuklarini digerleriyle kiyaslamamalari, ¢ocuklarinin ilgi ve isteklerine onem vermeleri, kati kuralci ve
buyurgan olmamalari, oyun igin onlara firsat vermeleri gibi oneriler yer almaktadir. “Teknoloji Bagimlilig1” baghgini
tastyan mektupta, TSE Oncii Cocuk Dergisinin teknoloji bagimliligi ve bunun zararlarina iligkin olarak ¢ocuklara
yonelik bilgilendirmeleri ve 6nerileri bulunmaktadir. Atalay Yoriikoglunun “Pulsuz Dilek¢e” baglikli metni bir ¢ocugun
anne babasina yazdig, ebeveynlerin ¢ocuk egitiminde yaptiklar: yanlislar: konu alan bir mektuptur. Mektupta “Beni ben
olarak sevin. Benden 6rnek ¢ocuk olmami beklemeyin” iletilerine agirlik verilmistir. “Sagligina Kavusan Hasta” baglikly
metin, i¢cinde mektupla anlatim bulunan bir 6ykiidiir. Burada uzaktaki bir doktora hastaligindan bahseden bir hastanin
yardim istemesi {izerine doktorun cevaben yazdigi mektup yer almakta ve oykiideki kurgunun bir unsuru olarak
kullanilmaktaduir. Yedinci siiflar icin hazirlanan Tiirkce ders kitaplar1 incelendiginde bu kitaplardan birinde mektup
tirtinde bir metin belirlenmemistir. Diger iki kitaptan birinde yer alan “Tahta Bisiklet” baglikli metin mektup
tirtindedir. Hidayet Karakugun “Annemin Mektuplar1” kitabindan alinmistir. Calisan ve oglunu uyandirmadan ige
gitmek zorunda kalan bir annenin ona olan sevgisini babasiyla olan ¢ocukluk anilar1 tizerinden dile getirdigi bir
mektuptur. Diger kitaptaki “Bir Sehidin Son Mektubu” baglikli serbest okuma metni mektup tiiriindedir. Ogrencileri ile
omuz omuza savasarak Canakkalede sehit olan Muallim Ethenr’in annesine yazdig: bir asker mektubudur. Bu mektup
Canakkale Savasrnin kazanilma sartlarini dile getirerek milli ve manevi degerler konusunda ¢ocuklarin biling diizeyini
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yiikseltecek ozelliklere sahiptir. Sekizinci sinif ders kitabinda ise “Atatiirke Mektup” adli serbest okuma metni mektup
tiriindedir. Afet Inan'in 8grenim icin gittigi Cenevrede ilk haftasini bityiik 6nder Mustafa Kemal ATATURK? anlattig
bir mektuptur.

Antolojiler, ¢ocuk yazinindaki iirtinler ve ders kitaplar: incelendiginde mektup tiiriiniin kendisine yeterince yer
bulamadig goriilmektedir.

Sonug ve Oneriler

Mektup, ¢ocuklara okuma aligkanligi kazandirilmasinda, ¢ocugun yazii olarak duygu ve diisiincelerini ifade
edebilmesinde ve kendisini bagkalarinin yerine koyarak diisiinme becerisinin gelismesinde, iletisim becerilerinin
gliclenerek kendisini daha icten, daha rahat ifade edebilmesinde olduk¢a 6nemli bir tiirdiir. Giiniimiizde gelisen
teknolojiyle birlikte her ne kadar mektup dijital bir 6zellige kavusmus olsa da degerinden ve 6neminden bir sey
kaybetmis degildir. Hatta ge¢miste mektup yazmamus insanlara rastlama ihtimali, glintimiizde e-posta ya da diger
elektronik mektup yazmamig birine rastlama jhtimalinden ¢ok daha yiiksektir. Bu nedenle mektubun yazildig1 ortam
degisse de mektubun éneminden hicbir sey kaybetmedigini séylemek miimkiindiir. Cocuklarin dijital diinyaya, sosyal
medyaya ve diger teknolojik iiriinlere yonelik tavr1 diisiiniildigiinde bu ortamlarda 6nemli bir iletisim araci olan
mektuplardan yararlanmak kaginilmaz héle gelmektedir. Ayrica Tiirk¢e Dersi Ogretim Programinda 7 ve 8. sinif
diizeyinde yer alacak Ogretici metin tirleri arasinda “blog” tiiriintin yer aldigi goriilmektedir (MEB; 2018: 18).
Programdaki “4.3.33. Medya metinlerini degerlendirir. Farkli tiirdeki medya metinlerinin (reklam amagl el ilanlari, web
siteleri, seyahat brosiirleri, el kitaplari, bloglar vb.) amaci ve hedef kitlesi hakkinda goriis bildirilmesi saglanir. T.8.3.31.
Bilgi kaynaklarinin giivenilirligini sorgular. a) Blog ve sahsi internet sayfalarindaki bilgilerin giivenilirligi konusunda
caligmalar yapilir (MEB; 2018:33,50)” Kazanimlar blog tiiriine atifta bulunmaktadir. Kisisel ve kurumsal bloglarda
mektuplara sik ve yaygin olarak yer verildigi diisiiniildigiinde, bu tiiriin giiniimiiz sanal diinyasinda da 6nemli bir yer
tuttugu anlagilmaktadir.

Gegmiste mektubun bir tiir olmanin da 6tesinde ¢ocuk egitiminde islevsel olarak kullanildig: goriilmektedir. 1890
yilinda Hiiseyin Razinin “Nev Usiil Ornek Yahut Cocuklara Mahsus Mektup Demeti” adli eserinde kurgusal olarak
¢ocuklar arasinda mektup arkadashigi ag1 olusturdugunu ve bu ag ile ozellikle degerler egitimi konusunda ¢ocuklara
mektup tiriiniin igtenliginden, yalinhigindan ve giincelliginden yararlanarak akran iletisimi yoluyla telkinlerde
bulundugunu séylemek miimkiindiir (Cer¢i ve Derman, 2015). Dogrudan okuyucusuna seslenerek onunla sohbet eden
bir tiir olmanin Gtesinde bir anlatim yontemine ddniisen, i¢tenliginden yararlanilarak deger aktariminda kullanilan ve
dahasi asker mektuplarindan sevda mektuplarina degin toplumuzda bir gelenek hélini alan mektuplarin gerek gocuk
yazininda gerekse Tiirk¢e ders kitaplarinda yeterince yer almasi gerekmektedir.

Bu diisiincelerden hareketle cocuklara yonelik mektup seckileri hazirlanmasi, Tiirk¢e egitiminde mektuplardan tiir,
anlatim yontemi, teknik olarak biitiin yonleriyle yararlanilmasi gerektigini soylemek miimkiindiir.
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