) AR

MANAS Sosyal Aragtirmalar Dergisi A 2020 Cilt: 9 Sayr: 3

MANAS Journal of Social Studies . 2020 Volume: 9 No: 3
ISSN: 1694-7215

Research Paper / Aragtirma Makalesi

The Evaluation of Foreign Female Basketball Players’ Thoughts
on Turkey, Turkish Culture and Their Professional Sports Life in
Turkey1

Sabiha Gizem ENGIN? Hamza Kaya BESLER?, Veli Onur CELIK® ve
Kadir CALISKAN®

Abstract

Athletes have to give up on activities, social life and the routines of daily life during their careers. In addition, they have to cope
with stress created by difficult training and the anxiety to succeed. In this respect, athletes should not be considered only as
athletic performance. They should be considered as individuals who display development and change physically, socially and
cognitively as well as professionally. When all these are taken into consideration, the aim of this study is to investigate the
thoughts and experiences of foreign female basketball players in Turkish Women’s Basketball League (10 team players’) on
basketball and their athletic life in Turkey. The study was conducted using qualitative research technique, and the data was
obtained using semi-structured interview technique. The data obtained showed that the most frequent problem the female
basketball players faced was not getting their payment on time. The fact that the teams do not have a professional structure,
expetiencing communication problems and not having a mentor to support them during this difficult process are among the other
problems which draw attention. On the other hand, despite these difficulties, the female basketball players stated that they were
pleased with the Turkish social structure and the services offered by clubs such as accommodation, nutrition and facilities. In
addition, they have stated that there is a tolerant and friendly atmosphere in Turkey in contrast to racism and discrimination. To
sum up, female basketball players’ thoughts on Turkey and Turkish basketball are generally positive.
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Yabanci Kadin Basketbol Oyuncularmin Tiirkiye, Tirk Kialtiiri ve Tirkiye’deki
Profesyonel Spor Yagantilarina Iligkin Gériiglerinin Degerlendirilmesi

Oz

Bireyler yiiksek standartlarda basarilt bir sporcu olmak igin kiiciik yaglarda spora adim atmakta, yillar boyunca hem fiziksel hem de
psikolojik olarak agir siirecler gecirmekteditler. Sporcular, bu siireclerde bircok aktiviteden, sosyal hayattan ve glinlitk hayatin
rutinlerinden vazge¢mek zorunda kaldiklart gibi, zorlayict antrenmanlar ile birlikte basart kaygisinin yaratmis oldugu stres ile de
basa ¢itkmak zorunda kalmaktadirlar. Sporcular bu anlamda yalnizca sportif petformans odakli distinilmemeli, fiziki, sosyal,
bilissel, benlik ve kariyer gibi cesitli alanlarda gelisim ve degisim gosteren bireyler olarak bilinmeli ve bir butin olarak
dustnilmelidir. Tim bunlar g6z 6niinde bulunduruldugunda, bu ¢alismanin amact Tirkiye Kadinlar Basketbol Lig’indeki yabanct
uyruklu kadin basketbolcularin Turkiye’deki basketbol yapist ve gegirdikleri sporculuk yasamlarina dair goris ve deneyimlerinin
incelenmesidir. Calismanin evrenini 16 takimdan olusan Tirkiye Kadinlar Basketbol Liginde miicadele eden 10 takimdaki yabanct
sporcular olusturmaktadir. Arastirma nitel arastirma yontemiyle gerceklestirilmis, veriler yart yapilandirdmis gériisme teknigiyle
toplanmustir. 13 sorudan olusan gérisme formu ile gerceklestirilen arastirma sonucunda metin haline déniistirilen veriler, icerik
analizi yontemi kullanilarak analiz edilmigtir. Elde edilen veriler dogrultusunda, kadin basketbolcularin yasadiklart en yaygin
problemin tcretlerinin dizenli olarak 6denmemesi oldugu tespit edilmistir. Takimlarin profesyonel bir yapida olmayisi, iletisimsel
sorunlar yasamalari ve yagadiklart bu sikintili uyum stireci igerisinde bir ment6r destegi bulamamalari da diger dikkat ¢eken
sorunlar arasindadir. Ote yandan, yasanilan bu olumsuzluklarin aksine kadin basketbolcular, Tiirk toplum yapist ve kuliiplerin
sagladiklari konaklama, beslenme ve tesis gibi olanaklardan memnun olduklarini bildirmiglerdir. Ayrica sporcular, Tirkiye’de 1rket
ve ayrstirict bir tutumun aksine, hoggorili ve misafirperver bir ortamin bulundugunu belirtmiglerdir. Sonug olarak, kadin
basketbolcularin Tirkiye ve Ttrk basketbolu ile ilgili goriisleri genel olarak olumlu yapidadir.
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Aufigin / Please Cite As:

Engin, S. G., Besler, H. K., Celik, V. O., & Caliskan K. (2020). The evaluation of foreign female basketball
players’ thoughts on Turkey, Turkish culture and their professional sports life in Turkey. Manas Sosyal
Aragtirmalar Dergisi, 9(3), 1883-1896.

Gelis Tarihi / Received Date: 24.10.2019 Kabul Tarihi / Accepted Date: 16.04.2020

1 Bu ¢alismanin bir boliimi, Uluslararast Rekreasyon ve Spor Yoénetimi Kongresi‘nde sézel bilditi olarak sunulmustur.

2 Ars. Gér. - Anadolu Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi, s.gizemengin@gmail.com - ORCID: 0000-0003-0898-8474

3 Ars. Gor. - Pamukkale Universitesi Spor Bilimleri Fakiiltesi, hamzakayabesler@anadolu.edu.tr - ORCID: 0000-0002-5317-8991
4 Dog. Dr. - Eskisehir Teknik Universitesi Spor Bilimleri Fakiiltesi, onurcelik@eskischir.edut.tr - ORCID: 0000-0002-7865-6531
5 Ars. Gor. - Anadolu Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, kcaliskan@anadolu.edu.tr - ORCID: 0000-0001-7794-5991



ENGIN, BESLER, CELIiK & CALISKAN
The Evaluation of Foreign Female Basketball Players’ Thoughts on Turkey, Turkish Culture and Their Professional Sports
Life in Turkey

Introduction

The increase in interest in sports, which bears factors such as game, competition and vigorous
training, has resulted in professionalism and complexity in structure in neatly all types of sports (Ozmen,
1999; Yaprak & Amman, 2009). The concept ‘sports’ has become an industry following the phases it went
through. It is stated that the development and transformation in sports still continues, and that different
fields of sports have become a part of industry within themselves. Basketball has proved that it is a great
industry with NBA and Euro League, and national and local leagues in different countries (Helmer &
Owens, 2000). Thanks to the efforts of the Turkish Basketball Federation, which has been active since the
1950s, Turkish basketball has developed greatly and is about to become one of the most successful
countries in basketball in Europe. It is seen that Turkish basketball leagues are accepted as one of the
most prominent ones in Europe with its spectators, financial power and the world famous players and
trainers in the teams (http-1). In addition, it is stated that the interest in basketball in Turkey has increased
with important international basketball organizations and international success of basketball clubs and the
national team (http-2; http-3). The basketball leagues in Turkey are classified under categories which are as
follows:

e Tahincioglu Basketball Super League

e Bilyoner.com Women’s Basketball Super League
e Turkish Basketball First League (TBL)

Turkish Female Basketball First League (TKBL)
Turkish Basketball Second League (TB2L)
Basketball Teenagers League (BGL)

Male Local Basketball League (EBBL)

e Women’s Basketball Local League (IKBBL)

e Unileague (TBF, 2018)

Within these leagues, there are some limitations on the number of players with whom teams can sign
a contract. These limitations are only used in basketball leagues with contracts. In this context, the leagues
with contracts in Turkey and the limitations for foreign basketball players are given in Table 1.

Tablel. The Leagues Using Contracts in Turkey and the Number of Foreign Basketball Players

The number of foreign basketball players with whom

League contracts can be signed in the same season
Turkish Basketball Super League 8
Turkish Basketball First League 3
Turkish Women’s Basketball Super League 6
Turkish Women’s Basketball League 2

*Reference: (IBF Guides for License, Registration and Transfer for Athletes on Contract, 2017)

This development in basketball has affected not only male basketball but also the positive
development of female basketball. According to the data of 2017, there are 79 countries which have
women’s basketball teams and leagues which are members of FIBA (http-4). Women’s basketball has
become a sector with serious player transfer, transfer fees and high payments for players (http5). The fact
that WINBA basketball players who played in the U.S also prefer Turkish Women’s Basketball leagues has
increased the interest in women’s basketball leagues (http-0).

In recent years, world-famous female basketball players have come to our country thanks to
investments in women’s basketball leagues. The working, accommodation, training and economic
conditions of national basketball players have also been improved. As a result of these improvements, the
goals, expectations and the thoughts of ‘athletes’ in female basketball have gained prominence. Although
the life of an elite athlete seems to be related to his/her branch, these athletes actually have social lives as
individuals (Sellers et.al, 1997) Individuals start to participate in sports at an early age to become successful
nationally and internationally. Meanwhile, they go through a difficult process both physically and
psychologically (Baser, 1998). Athletes have to make sacrifices on different activities, social life and the
routines of daily life in this difficult process. More than that, they also have to cope with stress caused by
difficult training and success anxiety. In this respect, they also show high performance in the clubs who
pay them in order to make a living, go on with their daily life, and meet their social needs as well as doing
training (Bayram et al., 20106). In addition to all these factors, athletes should not be regarded just by their
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athletic performance. They should be regarded as individuals who have development and change in
different areas such as social, cognitive, self-confidence and career (Gybergs & Henderson, 2000).

The factor which affects people most throughout their life is probably the interaction in their daily
lives. Individuals become knowledgeable by having a cultural perspective towards the world either
consciously or unconsciously. They code the information around them by watching, hearing, touching,
tasting or smelling, and develop attitudes and behavior in accordance (Aliyev & Ogiilmiis, 2015). This
results in changes in reactions people brought up in different cultures give to similar events. In different
cultures, people may look at the same thing. However, the way they perceive it may be completely
different (Sahin, 2001). In such a case, a problem arises when the person becomes a part of a system other
than the one he/she is accustomed to. In this process, in which cultural change is experienced, the person
may have difficulty in adaptation for some time. The individual faces uncertainty and problems such as
not knowing what people expect from him/her as a stranger, what he/she should expect from them, what
his/her exact role is in this new atmosphere, how he/she should evaluate events and use things (Aliyev &
Ogiilmiis, 2015). This uncertainty results in intense anxiety (Stephan, 1985). In addition to these problems,
it has been found out that the uncertainty experienced in cross-cultural settings is higher than intracultural
settings (Gudhkunst, 1983) and that individuals feel anxiety in many intrapersonal interactions (Kog,
2004). Moreover, the uncertainty in intrapersonal interactions results in lower-quality communication
during first encounters and meetings (Hubbert et al.1999).

In the light of the factors mentioned above, it is a high probability that foreign athletes may have
difficulty in adaptation to another country and culture. It may be said that foreign athletes may experience
difficulties in other cultures ranging from the environment they live in to social circumstances and from
language problems to their relationship with their trainers. In addition to these, negative conditions such
as racist statements and negative sex discrimination may be experienced (Banet-Weiser, 1999; Eastman et
al., 2001). In some circumstances, the fans may also show nationalist attitudes and statements to foreign
players, state that their sense of belonging is low and even exclude these players (Kavussanu et al., 2002;
Falcous & Maguire, 2005; Sahin et al., 2010). Even though the lives of athletes are classified under two
main headings as sports life and social life, the relationship between the two must not be disregarded
(Miller and Kerr, 2002). When an athlete is transferred to a foreign country, his/her experiences on sports
and social life may be regarded as a point worth considering due to cultural differences. When regarded in
terms of sports psychology, the factors affecting an athlete’s performance are studied under two main
headings as intrinsic and extrinsic factors. However, going into details of these factors (family, friends,
trainers, private life, financial situation, living conditions, motivation, personality etc.) are important in
understanding the athletes better and do what is required (Cox, 1998). In addition, different events or
occasions that disturb athletes mentally may affect their performance directly (Ekmekei, 2017).

The aim of this study is to present the thoughts of foreign female basketball players who compete in
teams of Turkish Women’s Basketball League on Turkey and the basketball conditions in Turkey. The
pilot study of this research was conducted in the 2016-2017 season by the same researchers. In this
context, interviews were made with the foreign female basketball players of 3 teams in the Turkish female
in these interviews showed that there was a need for a more comprehensive study. For this reason, this
study, which aims to present the thoughts of foreign female basketball players on Turkey and the
basketball conditions in Turkey, was conducted with a higher number of participants.

Method

Qualitative research method was used in the study of the thoughts and experiences of the foreign
athletes in Turkish Women’s Basketball League to gain more detailed and comprehensive data (Yildirim &
Simsek, 2013). The interview technique which is one of the two techniques preferred in the qualitative
research method has been used as the data collection method. Interview is a free change of information
between two people to find the interests, thoughts, attitudes and behavior of the source person (Balci,
2013). A semi-structured interview form consisting of 13 questions was used in the interviews made with
the foreign athletes. The interview was created with the data obtained by review of literature and thoughts
on detection of the present problem. The form was referred to an expert and revisions were made with
feedback, and the researchers prepared the final version of the form. Table 2 presents the questions in the
semi-structured interview form which were prepared with certain objectives.
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Table 2. The Questions in the Semi-Structured Interview Form Which Were Used in the Interviews

1 How old are you?

2 How long have you been playing basketball in Turkey?

3 How long have you been in Turkey?

4 What are your thoughts about Turkey?

5 Are there any problems or difficulties you have faced with your club management?

6 As we know, every athlete can have some social or technical problems with their coaches. Could you tell us
about yours?

7 What are your thoughts about accommodation and food and beverage opportunities you have?

8 Could you tell us your thoughts about the sport facilities in Turkey? (Match courts and training courts /
home and away)

9 How is your relationship with your team mates?

10 Could you inform us about communication problems or difficulties that your face in the Turkish society?

11 What are the thoughts about social environment that you have in Turkey?

12 What are thoughts about the managers who deal with your transfer deals?

13 Thank you for your interest is there anything that you will like to add?

The participants of the study consist of foreign athletes who work for the 16 teams competing in

Turkish Women’s Basketball League. As it was impossible to have contact with all the athletes due to time
limitations and economic reasons, the study was conducted with a limited number of participants. The
snowball sampling method which is a type of purposive sampling method has been used to choose 10
teams out of 16 teams to determine the foreign participants of the study. The snowball sampling method
is an effective method to find the best people or institutions who know the most about the research
problem. The number of participants increase with the answers to the question: “Who would you suggest
talking to about this topic?” After a while, satisfaction is reached with the repetition of certain names and
the number of topics to be addressed decreases (Yildirim & Simgek, 2016). The reason for preferring this
method is that the teams in the league know each other and make better evaluations. In addition, it was
easier to have contact with the other participants as the teams provided references for the researchers. The
list of teams gained through this method is as follows:

Bayrakli Belediye

Cankaya Universitesi
Edremit Giire Belediye Spor
Ferko Ilgaz Hotel KBSK
Izmit Belediyesi

Kircicegi Bodrum Basketbol
Mersin Basketbol

Mersin BSB. Gelisim
Mersin Universitesi

Utla Belediyesi

Table 3. Turkish Female Basketball Ieagne Teams with Whom Interviews Were Made

Teams Duration of Interview(dk.) Interview Dates
Team-1 22.21 27.02.2018
Team-2 17.17 09.03.2018
Team-3 31.22 10.03.2018
Team-4 17.45 15.03.2018
Team-5 16.57 18.03.2018
Team-6 03.40 18.03.2018
Team-7 16.36 21.03.2018
Team-8 34.01 23.03.2018
Team-9 27.56 23.03.2018
Team-10 49.57 27.03.2018

It should be kept in mind that the interviews were affected by limiting factors such as the busy
training schedule of athletes, time allocated to researchers, and volunteerism. The data of Team-6 was not
evaluated and included in the data as the interview time was too limited.
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The researchers planned the interviews in accordance with dates and times determined with the
participants and the interviews were conducted in places suitable for the interview. The participants were
informed on the study prior to the interview and a form of approval accepting that the interview would be
used only for scientific purposes was signed by both parties. The interviews were recorded with the
approval of the participant for deciphering the interview. The interviews which were recorded were
converted into texts, and were studied by three different researchers. The themes and codes were made
with the agreement of the researcher.

Results

The themes and codes found as a result of the study were presented in the findings. While
determining themes and codes, the reliability formula (Reliability = Agreement / Agreement +
Disagreement X 100) by Miles and Huberman (2014) was used in the reliability phase. For this reason, the
interview texts were studied separately by the 2 researchers and they were asked to write their findings
under the categories made independent of each other. As a result of the calculations using the stated
formula, it was stated that the results of 70% and over would be enough for reliability, and the statements
below this percentage were not included in the evaluation (Miles & Huberman, 1994). The thoughts of the
participants were also included in the findings. However, the identities of the participants were left secret
and the thoughts were presented using names created by the researchers. The themes and codes obtained
by the findings of the study are given in Figure 1.

—— Teammates
Athletic Experience Trainers
—— Managers
— Athletic Life
Accommodation and Nutrition
Club Experience Facilities
|
@ — Administration/Management
|_
Friendship
Cultural Interaction
—  Social Life

Family

Living Conditions

Figure 1. The Themes and Codes

As a result of the interviews it can be said that the athletes divide their lives into two as athletic life
and social life. The athletes mentioned several topics under the heading athletic life such as teammates,
trainers, managers, nutrition, accommodation, facilities, opportunities provided by the club and
management style.

The thoughts of the participants under the heading athletic life are as follows;
Teammates

Although the participants generally stated that they did not experience problems with their
teammates, they argued that basketball has a shared language in the court while they were talking about
communication problems. Female basketball players stated that the human factor is really variable and
interesting, and that this could be related to cultural differences.

The participants’ views on teammates is as follows;

Lena: “You are coming from America number one of basketball, high level, and top class. You are also
African-American basketball player. They see you as a star I am sure about that. Becanse you are the only one
in the team foreigner. Turkish girl players can sometimes be sneaky. But girls in Turkey, they go up to president
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tell on_yon know and everything. But as far as being sneaky you know in America people can be sneaky too. 1t is
Just not a Turkey problem.”

Mariah: “They call me like mom. Yeah I'm the mom on the team... Girls are great, they are wonderful. 1 hang
and socialize with them but I don't hang with them a lot so...”

Maya: “We bave teammates speaks English but I don't have a teammate that under stands exactly what I am
thinking. So you have some over bere like who go back to the managers and tell them what is going on. So that's
way 1 think it is best, I only talk to certain people who 1 know or not gonna say anything.”

Becky: “May be 4-5 speak English not so much so we do google translator, pointing thing... But when we play
basketball it is easier basketball like universal langnage so. We understand each other”

Angel: “For me I'm like you I can't deal with babies. And 1 am the oldest person on the team. I am very chill.
You know I am very lay-back, relaxed 1 like quiet, and 1 like peace now because 1 am older. When I was
younger I understood I was different, I was like them”

Joy: ‘1 feel like with Turkish girls, honestly we are all women, all very pretty special and pretty different I mean
one person's perception of one player is it conld be different as opposed to other person's perception. As far as my,
I love my teammates they are some of them silliest and goofiest©Opeaple 1 been around.”

Trainers

Trainers were stated as another factor about which communication problems were expetienced. The
athletes mentioned frequent communication problems, and complained about the lack of knowledge in
trainers. They also argued that the trainers were too hard on the players and that their expectations were
too high.

The participants’ thoughts on trainers are as follows;

Lena: “Of course sometimes you feel like you know more than a coach... There are really great coaches in
Turkey so I mean I definitely learnt from them and sometimes I had coaches who 1 learnt more than”

Mariah: “This coach is great, he speak good English. And like I just said I think it is because it's the second
division a tight spot, they are trying to mafke to the first division and this is the first year for the president to be a
president of a basketball club. Nervous or stuff like this. I think that might be only thing nervousness, stressing
everybody else, everybody stressed out. That puts a lot of pressure on people”

Maya: “Coaching styles are different from what 1 experienced. Becanse I excperienced coaches yelling and stuff
like that but bere is kind of like it is kind of funny becanse 1 hear him yell and 1 see bis face yell but be is not
yelling English so I am just like ob he is so mad.”

Jane: “He understands English. He speaks what he needs to say be understands basketball English. So_you
know 1 am wused to see everything, 1 have seen a coach crying when 1 played in Russia was the first time 1 have
ever seen that in my life so ... I am used to see different coaching styles... Too much responsibility in Turkey. So
I have to play 40 minutes every game you know so I get tired”

Joy: 1 mean honestly maybe I have one or two conversations about other stuff and he seems like a great guy but
as far as basketball wise like last year I really did not understand why mry coach wonld do something’s, but this
year I understand everything like he lays it out like exactly what he wants bis intentions. .. And this is probably
the most enconraging coach 1 have ever played for as far as very confident and always”

Managers (Player Representatives)

The participants stated that they did not trust managers. They said that they did not have contact
with managers if they did not experience any problems. Still, they stated that they did not have too many
problems with managers, and emphasized that they needed to have contact with managers to go on with
their profession.

The participants’ thoughts on managers is as follows;

Lena: “It You know when you are player you think what is best for me, okay so there is a team, there is a
manager, there is a player. Then you put it in a perspective if I was an agent I get my money from the teams so 1
am gonna be working to make the team happy so... So_just one of those frustrating things about how to be like
the middle man but 1 mean that is just basketball all around the world. They belp youn with everything you
know.”
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Maya: ‘1 just said my agent is in Italy., Yeah I have one, when I was here before I had whole different agent so
I had American agent and I had Turkish one ... so that kind of helped because be spoke English so he come to
w1y games sometines and speak to me but being that only having a Italian one is hard when it comes to try to get
information from the program.”

Becky: “Yeah....and they communicate with each other too. They always call me it is just like youn know
American agent calls and like how is everything and my agent here he always says how is the game...”

Tina: “There are a fe Turkish managers, they are lying, they are lagy but I am lucky”.

Angel: ‘T had the same agent like years. 1 just felt like it was when I came bere this area where I never come to
and 1 felt like he wasn't, e did not have the expertise here. I decided to change and 1 am with. .. management.
And they are awesome.”

Accommodation and Nutrition

The participants who stated that they were mainly pleased with the services offered by the clubs said
that they really liked Turkish food. They said that the dishes were very delicious and that having a healthy
diet is cheap in our country.

The thoughts of the participants on accommodation and nutrition ate as follows;

Lena: “Food is amazing that, people are amazing; different you know I am African, American. So but most
peaple recognize I am here for sports, they are kind.”

Mariah: “1 don't think accommodations on this team are not good at all. 1 believe they had a player here
before, they brought in, brought into the hotel and she was not satisfied and she went to flight in the same day.
And they brought me into same situation, I had a problem with it but they changed the.... but I just feel like you
know sometimes they bring you bere and say you are here. The food is lovely. I love the food. My favorite is
probably iskender.”

Maya: “Food absolutely adore the food here. You guys and my team mates are saying Americans don't try
the food, 1 eat all the food here. I love it. You guys seasoning your food just like we do it and other countries
I abways had to bring my own sance, but here not.... I get excited whenever I eat Turkish food.”

Lisa: “Yeah it is very cheap, it is cheaper but it is way healthier. So 1 found like losing weight since I got bere. 1t
not that I changed my diet but things are...”

Jane: “The food... Ababababah... Yeah definitely. Those are buge positives that 1 really like about this
country. The food is amazing. This is my first time staying at University or campus. So I have everything. I have
people to come and clean my room, 1 have door, room to myself so 1 get the whole door and half the kitchen meals,
50 I have been places Russia was one of my least favorite places so I compare that to Russia I don' t have many
complaints about Turkey comparison with Russia”

Angel: “Accommodation. .. my residence is being paid for ...and the food wise a... I like to eat in a certain way
$0 but of conrse they feed us every day ... but when I'm bhome 1 just like to kind of do my own thing... Ob
Turkish food ... yeab I like it is definitely type of meals that you eat the breakfast, the breakfast here definitely
different from America ....1 love the markets here”

Joy: ‘1 am very picky like when it comes to food I don't like a lot of things but as far as the different countries I
been to out of all of them I would say Turkey is my second favorite... My favorite is South Korea. Because I was
there for 3 years and I loved like I loved health cooked. ..”

Facilities
The participants said that there were both good and bad facility centers. They stated that they liked

the facility centers in general and that they were of higher quality when compared to the centers in many
European countries.

The participants’ thoughts on facility centers are as follows;
Lena: “Facilities mostly have better and most of the conntries in Europe.”

Mariah: “Facilities are about the same. I played in a lot of places. I played in Russia, played in China, played
in Korea, played in Poland, Italy...”
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Tina: “The facilities here are nice. 1 especially like the halls of ... University. 1 played in many countries and it
does not have nice halls, they have old halls”

Jane:  in division 2 it is little bit different but the sports facilities 1 have seen some gyms can be really nice and
some not so nice so_you know 1 am glad 1 am on a team where they have a nice gym we have a wait room you
know where 1 live right across the street I walk one minnte to the gym so 1 enjoyed it so far and I look at the
division 1 team and their facilities are really nice. Sometimes better than onrs that we have in NBA. So yeab...”

Joy: “1t was like whole bunch of reds, flag and Atatiirk I don't know his name but when 1 first came like every
gm I went 1 see bis picture and I ask my team mates like who is this and they explained to me who be was and
how prideful of it 1 think it is very cool that even throughout the generations people still know who be is and they
are still very proud. You know in America you can ask about certain people in American history ob that is the
president but you don't get that same sense of pride that...”

Administration/Management

The female basketball players complained about language problems and problems in payment. They
particularly said that they experienced problems in payment. They particularly said that they experienced
problems with a lot of clubs because of delays in payment, and thus could not foresee their future due to
these reasons. The basketball players argued that the management of clubs did not have a professional
structure and that this could lead to different problems.

The participants’ thoughts on management are as follows;

Lena: “This is not a Turkey problem ... It is just a international basketball problem.. Especially over in
Europe. Just money being late or having the fight for it. Sometimes you wait and eventnally the team pays you..
Sometimes 1 bad to deal law suits. So yeah 1 mean, but again it is kind of a Europe problem, it is aronnd you
know...”

Mariah: ‘1 really had a problem with payment but I just feel like, you bring us all the way from a different
country and we are away from home and we are doing everything we need to do, playing or whatever.. 1 think_you
should at least be professional on that aspect. Because you want us to be professional. 1 just feel like I shouldn't
have to be worried about the payment.”

Maya: “1 mean its different culture than where I am from like everybody is going throngh money problems so
that's always a big thing. Yeah... In the beginning we actually won. .. time, the team that I played in before I at
least did not get paid for my last day there. Yeah that is a difficult thing because in America if you have a job you
get paid the same time like every week.”

Maya: ‘T mean you gonna have problems with every team that you go to like there is always bad communication
Just becanse I can't speak to the president becanse he does not speak English so I have to go to someone else and
what bappens is stories get changed.”

Becky: “Everything with this club has been good. My previous experience, in Spain it was a whole different
story. So I end up leaving Spain, because of the payments, not giving me things that 1 asked for, game field.... 1t
was just like we are gonna give it to you, we are gonna give it to you, like trying to hold me there because the team
was not winning before I came and I helped them go up. They did not want me to leave... so when I was in
Spain it was a whole different story.”

Tina: ‘1 had a little trouble in the first year. There are little differences in mentality between Turkey and
Ukraine. We didn't have much tronble because we solved everything when we talked. 1'm not gonna tell you right
now, but there were big problems. Sometimes 1 had a money problem. And I've had trouble with the referees. 1've
been in this leagne for 4 years. . Referees have no experience.”

Joy: “As far as clubs come 1 try to be very understanding, once I learnt the Turkish system you know how the
clubs and organizations ran I try to be kind of understanding, last year I would say I was in a less professional
club and that kind of turned me off the certain situations but they were very nice and they had good intentions.
when I got here it was way professional as far as the club I honestly have no problems becanse when 1 first come in
I tell them if you communicate with me 1 will be understanding as far as anything like if you communicate abont
pay which I been blessed to been pay early throughont the entire season which is rare. It has been pretty, it's been
pretty chill 1 mean 1 am a very down sided person I don't need a lot as long as I have place to lay my head,
working Wi-I'i and water, place to get food I am bappy. So I am very low...”
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Friendship

Female athletes emphasized that they generally did not make friends with the others in the team, and
that preferred to be alone. It may be said that this is partly due to the fact that foreign athletes have a
border between private life and professional life.

The thoughts of the participants on friendship are as follows;

Lena: “T mean like walking throngh the mall people run and look at me. I'mt Afyican and I am also big you
know, 1 am a big woman. So yeab, initially people are, normally it is frustrating but you know if African-
American were bere, I would be probably looking at them becanse you normally attracted to what is different. So
yeah it is annoying sometimes. But it is not like an issue”

Jane: I communicate with my people at home, I like to read, I am a big movie person all loner lonely stuff... Our
assisting coach and the some of the girls they have to force me out becanse 1 just like being to myself a lot. There is
a corner store 1 walk to the owner of the store... He speaks English. He just likes me because I go there all the
time so we have small talk he gives me free things... So that's been my friend that 1 met ontside of basketball so

fﬂr”

Angel: ‘1 know some words you know and for me the place I go to most is the grocery store, that's where I go
the most. And 1 like to establish relationship with almost every cashier so 1t's like the communication we have for
me one cashier we may speak, she may speak one or two English words I may speak one or two Turkish words...
maybe you know with another cashier we have like that. Eye contact or you know point at something for me it
not that hard... because. .. communication is everything. 1t is not just langnage yon know it is body language it's
you know there are lot of ways to communicate.”

Joy: ‘Yeab same thing and I am like okay we just gonna go for a tea and that takes 2-3 hours and 1 am just
sitting there and they are just speaking Turkish I am like okay I am bhere... Like they can be annoying
sometimes, but sometimes I don't wanna go becanse 1 don't wanna 1 don't want someone sit there and translate
the entire conversation...”

Cultural Interaction

Turkish culture is appreciated by most foreign athletes and they say that it is sincere and friendly. The
participants said that Turkey was one of the favorite places they lived in and that they did not expetience
any problems with Turkish culture except for language.

The thoughts of the participants on cultural interaction ate as follows;

Lena: “The first time 1 played in Turkey I was 23 so I am familiar with Turkey for almost 8 years... I feel
good about it. I mean I have been bere for a long time so I adapted, 1 kind of learnt nmy way aronnd. 1 feel really
comfortable here.”

Becky: ‘It is beantiful. 1 realized when 1 got here, one of my agents was telling me Asia is very close, so
Turkey is like Asia and the Europe at the same time. 1 had like no idea. And then I was in Istanbul, I flew in
there and it was like so crazgy. 1 was in the airport for maybe 3 hours 1 needed to get passport control, and it was
like amazing seeing all different people, different cultures... He was like 20 million people here like, this like...”

Lisa: “If I'll be completely honest the countyy is beantiful, esthetically, geographically you know. I have been to
too many places for what 1 have seen 1 like the idea of, I feel like you gnys have culture that, you guys work for
each other. Street dogs, street cats and I see they have that little tag on their ears... so 1'm kind of a pet person
and 1 have pet dog myself and 1t is sad to see.. And on the other hand this is a very male dominant countyy.... ...
state... 1 mean 1've been in Spain and ab... 1t is just little bit different not as much as quality as I like o see...”

Jane: “So far this is been my favorite country. 1 played in South Korea, 1 played for the underage US.A
basketball team when 1 was 18 so I travelled to Germany and played thronghout Europe. And played in
Slovakia last year and Russia. So far this bas been my favorite country I love the food and the people really
hospitable towards me”
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Angel: “Everybody is just sincere and nice and generous and cares for your well-being. And for me that is very
important you know because it makes where you are where you away from home, away from family and they
exccept... you are... feel you know comfortable and that's how I feel”

Joy: “For older generations it might be their first time seeing someone like me and be a very tall black woman I
can see how that can be out of... I can stare at homes sometimes to different people and they mention like how tall
are you, you so tall...For older generations it might be their first time seeing someone like me and be a very tall
black woman 1 can see how that can be out of ..... I can stare at homes sometimes to different people and they
mention like bow tall are you, you so tall. Or a blank face I just smile and...”

Family

The female athletes who said that their families had prejudices against Turkish culture said that their
families were a bit hesitant about Turkey. They said that Turkey was safer than most European countries,
even safer than their countries. They said that they were sensitive about their longing for their families.

The thoughts of the participants on their families and the attitudes of their families is as follows;

Lena: ‘T don' know the couple or the last year there'd been bombings that kind of changed the spirit. The
problem was my family. 1 am used travelling all over the world, just you know, what affecting me was that my
Sfamily , my friend were less likely to visit, becanse of what was going on.”

Maya: “Its so much pressure on you and then like they don't realize that we are not just dealing with this
everyday like we have families back home someone, they have kids... And leaving your family for so long not
being able to go home and seeing them. .. Because I actually got sick being here. I started to break. .. with...and
doctor said it is because of the stress. So that's something that's like a really big thing. 1t just hard.”

Jane: “How tough it is to be away from your family, I don't think they understand sometimes, sometimes I come
right before practice but I don't think they completely understand the totality that I am away. .. You know I need
a decent hour just to speak to my family you know what I mean or something... How much that can affect you

Angel: “What was it in Istanbul the club the shooting at the club Istanbul? All my family was calling me like
are you there I am life no, I don't even live in Istanbul. Guys I am good but you know. 1 feel comfortable”

Living Conditions

Foreign athletes complained a lot of traffic. They said that they would not experience any problems
as long as they had internet connection. They stated that internet was very important for them. However,
they were not sure if the clubs understood this.

The thoughts of the participants on living conditions are as follows;

Lena: “Yeah. I don't know if you have a Wi-Fi everything is possible now. Like I said I adapted Turkey. 1
can travel all over this country. The number one thing I hate about Turkey is taxis. 90 Yo at the time I get in a
taxi 1 feel like being cheated.”

Mariah: “In big cities you don't have problems. Yeah here is very boring. Just because it is far far. There is
nothing really to do in this city. There is not an airport. There is an airport but it is closed. It does not have
regular flights. So closest one I can get ont is Igmir which is three hours away. So it is really difficnlt. 1t is the
only thing that I conld say that is hard on me this year, lack of socialization ...”

Maya: “We have this one restanrant, it is a good restaurant it is like a little family restaurant we eat out we get
free food. But I mean after a while you don't wanna eat the same thing. And living in such a small city we may
have 3-4 restaurants and we go that's not Turkish. We don't have a KEC or McDonald's in this city. So if you
want that kind of something you have got to go to Izmir and we don't have cars. I don't have a car so I just can't
20...1 would never drive in Istanbul. For sure never drive in Istanbul”

Becky: ‘1 have never been anywhere by myself... I am too scared, I am getting lost and everything...S o 1 just..
and she turned to me and showed the screen the price and I was like thank you thank you.”

Lisa: “A couple of weeks ago there was a taxi that literally went off the road taking me home to chase down this
car and yelling, and I was like listen my... is still going on... I can't drive bere.”
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Angel: “One of my friends I was talking to yesterday we were talking about me being here and you know how it
is here compared to the USA and everything and one thing I always say is 1 feel so safe here. When I go home it
is so different. Worst thing will happen to you here is a taxi driver take you from the long way.”

Discussion

The aim of the study was to try to present the thoughts and experiences of foreign female basketball
players in Turkish Female Basketball League (TKKBL) on their life in Turkey and social structure. These
thoughts and experiences were classified under two categories as athletic life and social life. Teammates,
trainers, and players’ representatives were under the category athletic life. In addition, the category
‘experiences with the club’ came as a sub-heading of athletic life and its items were facilities, management,
accommodation and nutrition. The themes ‘friendship, cultural interaction, family and living conditions’
appeared under the heading social life. Although no similar study was found in the literature review, there
is some information that could overlap with the findings of the study (Cox, 1998).

In the literature review it was seen that scientific research on foreign athletes working professionally
in Turkey was limited and that mainly focused on football (Yildirim, 2008; Sahin et al., 2010; Yidirim et al,
2012). It is believed that the thoughts/expetiences of foreign female basketball players and the problems
they face were cleatly presented with the detailed interviews of the study. This may be stated as a factor
that strengthens the originality of the study.

Although no similar study was found in the literature review, there are studies which focus on
athletes’ social lives as well as their athletic life. For this reason, Miller and Kerr (2002) studied the athletic,
academic and social experiences of athlete university students, and emphasized their connection. Miller
and Kerr have argued that the quality of athletic life is effective in social life and that quality of social life is
effective in athletic life. He has also added that academic life is important as well. Studies in Turkey on
female basketball players are limited. On the other hand, there are studies on female athletes in general
(Synder & Kivlin, 1975; Pellicia et al, 1996; Joyce et al., 2005). In these studies, Snyder and Kivlin focused
on the body images of female basketball players whereas Dellicia et al, focused on the character.

In addition to the studies above, Riemer et al. (2002) emphasized that university life affected the
professionalism of athletes as well as their educational and career plans. Another study focused on

concepts such as the intrinsic motivation, satisfaction and self-confidence of basketball players (Treasure
& Roberts, 1998).

In addition, the results were parallel to the finding of the pilot study which was conducted in the
2016-2017 season. In the pilot study the female basketball players stated that they were happy to be in
Turkey and emphasized that we had better conditions than most European countries. They have

motivated researchers to carry out further studies by stating that the only problem resulted from payments
(Celik et al., 2007).

When the literature is reviewed, studies on female athletes may be diversified. However, it is assumed
that this study will contribute to literature in understanding the experiences and thoughts of athletes in
foreign countries. This study also aims to evaluate the expectations of an athlete working in a foreign
country in different perspectives. In this context, it is thought that the results of this study are important
and useful as it presents detailed and comprehensive data.

Conclusion and Suggestions

Turkish Basketball leagues have had important organizations in recent years and Turkish basketball
clubs have gained prominent success in Europe. This has led to an increased interest in basketball. In this
respect, the thoughts/experiences of foreign basketball players about Turkey is important since Turkey
hosts world-famous basketball players. For this reason, studying the thoughts, experiences and
expetiences of professional foreign basketball players about Turkey adds originality to the study. Some
suggestions for future research based on the results of this study are as follows;

e The comparison of the results of this study with findings to be obtained in different participant
groups (men teams, different leagues, length of stay in the country)

e Sharing the findings of this study and future studies with trainers, managers, player
representatives and other related people,
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e Carrying out activities to increase the positive thoughts of foreign female players about basketball
in Turkey and to eliminate their negative thoughts and experiences,

e Informing foreign athletes about our country as they will contribute to the advertisement of our
country, and to provide services that will make the athletes feel comfortable,

e It is known that several factors play a role in the high performance of athletes. The aims of the
club, economic opportunities, and expectations of the athletes, facilities and accommodation are
just some of these. Sports organizations must bear all these factors in mind for sustainable
success.

World-famous athletes compete in leagues of the Turkish Basketball Federation. Clubs have teams
with high budgets. However, except for a few teams, teams lack professional organizations that can meet
the expectations of female athletes. If club managers and the Basketball Federation invest in these, the
satisfaction and professional success of athletes will increase.

Ethical Declaration

In the writing process of the study titled “T'he Evaluation of Foreign Female Basketball Players’ Thoughts on
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TURKCE GENIi$ OZET

Spor kavramu gecirmis oldugu evrelerden sonra bir endiistri haline déniismistiir. Sporun bu gelisimi
ve doniisimi hala devam etmekte olup, spor branslarinin kendi icerisinde ayri birer endiistri kolu haline
geldikleri ifade edilmektedir. Basketbol branst ise, NBA, Euro League ve bircok iilkedeki ulusal ve yerel
ligler ile ne kadar buytk bir endiistri oldugunu kanitlamistir (Helmer ve Owens, 2000). 1950’lerden bu
yana faaliyet gosteren Tirkiye Basketbol Federasyonu’nun calismalarinin karsihigr olarak, giiniimiizde Ttrk
basketbolu biiylik bir asama kaydederek Avrupa’nin basketbol bransinda bagarili tlkelerinden biri olma
yolunda ilerlemektedir. Ttrkiye basketbol liglerinin sahip oldugu izleyici kitlesi, mali boyutu ve takimlarin
bunyesinde barndirdigs diinyaca Gnli oyuncu ve antrendrler ile Avrupa’nin en 6nemli basketbol
tlkelerinden biri olarak kabul edildigi gérilmektedir (http-1). Turkiye’deki basketbol ligleri 9 kategori
altinda toplanmaktadir. Bu ligler arasinda takimlarin sézlesme imzalayabilecegi yabanci uyruklu oyuncularin
sayisina yonelik bazi sinirlandirmalar s6z konusudur. Bu sinirlandirmalar sadece s6zlesmeli basketbol
liglerinde uygulanmaktadir. Basketbol bransinin bu gelisimi sadece erkek basketbolunun degil, kadin
basketbolunun gelisimini de olumlu yonde etkilemistir. 2017 verilerine gére sadece FIBA’ya tye kadin
basketbol takimt ve ligi olan 79 tlke bulunmaktadir (http-4). Kadin basketbolu gelmis oldugu noktada
ciddi oyuncu transferlerinin, bonservis bedellerinin, yitksek meblagda oyuncu Ucretlerinin s6z konusu
oldugu bir noktaya gelmistir (http5). ABD forma giymis olan WNBA oyuncularinin Tirkiye Kadimnlar
Basketbol liglerini de tercih etmeleri de kadin liglerine olan ilgiyi arttirmistir (http-6).Yabanct sporcularin
ilk kez girdikleri kultiirler igerisinde yasadiklari cevreden sosyal ortamlarina, dil problemlerinden
antrenorlert ile olan iliskilerine kadar bir¢ok farkli konuda sorunlar yasayabilecegi ifade edilebilir. Bunlarin
yant stra irket séylemler, negatif cinsiyet ayrimeiligt gibi olumsuz durumlar da séz konusu olabilmektedir
(Banet-Weiser, 1999; Eastman vd., 2001). Bazt durumlarda taraftarlar da yabanct oyunculara karst milliyetci
tutum ve sOylemler ile tepkilerini géstermekte, oyuncularin aidiyet diizeylerinin dusiik diizeyde oldugunu
ifade etmekte ve hatta bu oyunculart diglayabilmektedirler (Kavussanu ve ark., 2002; Falcous ve Maguire,
2005; Sahin vd., 2010). Sporcularin hayatlart her ne kadar sportif yasam ve sosyal yasam olarak iki ana
baslik altinda degerlendirilse de bu iki yasamin birbiri ile olan iligkisi g6z ardr edilmemelidir (Miller ve Kerr,
2002). Gergeklestirilen bu ¢alismada; Tirkiye Basketbol Federasyonuna bagh, Turkiye Kadimnlar Basketbol
Ligi (TKBL) takimlarinda gérev yapan, yabanci uyruklu kadin basketbolcularin Tirkiye ve Tirkiye’deki
basketbol ortamina iliskin goriislerinin ortaya konmasi amaglanmustir. Arastirmanin konusunu olusturan
Tirkiye Kadinlar Basketbol Liginde gbrev alan yabanct sporcularin kendi gériislerine dayanilarak gériis ve
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deneyimlerinin incelenmesinde detayli ve derin bilgilere ulasabilmek amaciyla nitel aragtirma yonteminden
faydalanilmistir (Yiddirim ve Simsek, 2013).Yabanct sporcular ile yapilan gériismelerde 13 adet sorudan
olusan yart yapilandirlmis goriisme formu kullanilmustir. Goriisme formu, alanyazin taramasi ve meveut
sorunun tespitine iliskin gériisler sonucu elde edilen bilgiler kapsaminda olusturulmustur. Uzman goriistine
sunulan forma, geri bildirimler ile revize edilmis ve arastirmacilar tarafindan son sekli verilmistir.
Gergeklestirilen goriismeler sonucunda sporcularin ginlik yasamlarini Sportif ve Sosyal olarak ikiye
ayirdiklar: séylenebilir. Sporcular sportif yasam bashig altinda takim arkadaslari, antrendrler, menajerler,
beslenme, konaklama, tesis, kulibiin sunmus oldugu imkanlar ve yénetim anlayist gibi pek ¢ok konuya
deginmislerdir. Katiimecilar genel olarak takim arkadaslar ile ilgili problem yasamadiklarini dile getirseler
de, hissettikleri iletisim sorununu ifade ederken, basketbolun sahada ortak bir dili oldugunu
savunmaktadirlar. Kadin basketbolcular insan faktSriiniin ¢ok degisken ve ilging oldugunu dile getirmisler,
bunun kiiltiirel farkliliklardan kaynaklanabilecegini ifade etmislerdir. Iletisim probleminin kavraminin
karsimiza ¢iktugr bir diger faktdr de koglar olarak ifade edilmistit. Cogu zaman iletisimde yasadiklar
problemleri dile getiren sporcular bazt antrendrlerin bilgisizliginden yakinmakta, ayrica antrendrlerin
yabanct oyuncularin tzerine ¢ok geldiklerini ve beklentilerinin ¢ok yiiksek oldugunu savunmaktaditlar.
Menajerlere gliven duymadiklarini ifade eden katilimecilar, bir sorun yasamadikea iletisime ge¢mediklerini
yine de genel anlamda menajetler ile olan iliskilerinde ¢ok fazla problem yasamadiklarini ve islerine devam
edebilmek adina bir baglantilarinin olmast gerektigine vurgu yapmaktadirlar. Kuliiplerin sagladiklar:
olanaklardan genel anlamda mutlu olduklarint ifade eden katiimecilar, 6zellikle Tirk yemeklerinden ¢ok
memnun olduklarini dile getirmislerdir. Yemeklerin ¢ok leziz oldugunu séyleyen sporcular, saglikli
beslenmenin de iilkemizde ¢ok ucuz olduguna dikkat ¢ekmektedirler. Ulkemizde iyi ve kotii tesislerin yer
aldigint soyleyen katllimcilar, genel anlamda tesisleri begendiklerini ve pek ¢ok Avrupa ilkesinde
gordikleri tesislerden hem sayt olarak, hem de kalite olarak daha iyi bir durumda oldugumuzu
belirtmiglerdir. Dil problemi ve édeme sikintilarindan yakinan kadin basketbolcular, 6zellikle pek cok
kuliip ile 6deme aksakliklari yuziinden problem yagadiklarini ve bu sorunlardan dolayt geleceklerini
goremediklerini ifade etmistir. Kullip yonetimlerinin profesyonel olmayan bir yapida olmadigint savunan
basketbolcular, bunun gesitli sikintilar1 pesinden getirecegini ifade etmektedirler. Kadin sporcular genellikle
takim arkadaslar ile arkadaslhk yapmadiklarini ve tercihen yalniz kalmayr sectiklerini vurgulamiglardir. Bu
sonucun sebebinin hem dil probleminden ortaya ¢iktigi, hem de yabanct sporcularin 6zel hayatlarini, spor
hayatlarindan tamamen soyutlamalarindan kaynaklandigi sylenebilir. Pek ¢ok yabanct sporcu tarafindan
sevilen Turk kiltird, samimi ve misafirperver bulunmaktadir. Tirkiye’nin yagadiklari yerler arasinda en
cok sevdikleri yerlerden biri oldugunu dile getiren katiimeilar, Ttrk toplumu ile dil sorunundan bagka
problem yasamadiklarint ifade etmislerdir. Ozellikle ailelerinin Tiirk toplumuna karst 6nyargili oldugunu
ifade eden kadin sporcular, ailelerinin Tirkiye’den cekindiklerini dile getirmislerdir. Turkiye’nin pek ¢ok
Avrupa tlkesinden ve hatta kendi tilkelerinden bile daha giivenli oldugunu savunan katilimcilar, aileleri ile
ilgili 6zlem konusunda hassas olduklarini ifade etmislerdir. Ozellikle trafik probleminden yakinan yabanct
sporcular, internete erigebildikleri takdirde hicbir problem yasamayacaklarini dile getirmektedirler.
Kendileri icin internetin 6nemini ifade ederken, kuliplerin bunu anladiklarindan emin olamadiklarini
belirtmislerdir. Gergeklestirilen alan yazin taramast soncunda Tirkiye’de profesyonel spor yasantilarini
sirdiren yabanci sporculara yonelik bilimsel calismalarin sturli ve futbol branst tizerine yogunlastigs
gorilmektedir (Yidirim, 2008; Sahin vd., 2010; Yildirtim vd., 2012). Gergeklestirilen calismada yapilan
derinlemesine gortismeler ile yabanct kadin basketbolcularin goriis/deneyim, yasadiklart sorunlar acik bir
sekilde ortaya koyuldugu distinilmektedir. Bu durum calismanin dzgiin niteligini giiclendiren baska bir
durum olarak ifade edilebilir. Yukarida ki calismalara ek olarak ise Riemer vd. (2000) ise universite
kiltiriiniin sporcularin profesyonellik, egitim ve kariyer planlart agisindan etkili oldugu vurgulanmistir.
Yapilan bir diger calismada ise basketbolcu kadinlarin igsel motivasyonlari, tatmin olma ve kendine
giivenleri gibi kavramlar tizerinde durulmustur (Treasure ve Roberts, 1998). Turkiye Basketbol liglerinin
son yillarda Avrupa’nin sayili organizasyonlar arasinda olmast ve Tirk kuliplerinin Avrupa’nin énemli
organizasyonlarinda basarilar elde etmesi Turkiye’de basketbol brangina olan ilginin artmasint saglamigtir.
Bu kapsamda basketbol bransindaki yabanci oyuncularin Tutkiye ile ilgili goérus/deneyimleri 6nem
kazanmakta ciinkii Ttrkiye artik diinya yildizlarint misafir eden bir iilke halini almaktadir. Bu dogrultuda,
calismanin amacini olusturan Turkiye’de profesyonel olarak basketbol kariyerini stirdiiren yabanct kadin
basketbolcularin Turkiye’ye yonelik goris, deneyim ve yasadigt problemlerin belirlenmesi ¢alismaya 6zgiin
bir deger katmaktadir.
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